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Message from Superintendent Cook 

This is usually a fun article to write.  The school year is wrapping up.  There are concerts, spring  

sports, awards assemblies, graduation activities, field days, and smiles everywhere.  This year is  

very, very different.  The optimism and joy has been replaced by financial concerns, anxiety about  

what school might look like in August, and many more questions than answers. 

 

I’m here to assure you that not only are we going to be O.K. in Michigan Center Schools as we  

approach a new era in education, we are going to thrive.  When the Governor ordered schools  

closed in March, none of us knew exactly how school would and could work.  We didn’t have  

adequate time to prepare for such a major shift.  As it turned out, our teachers, counselors,  

administrators, parapros, drivers, food service, grounds/maintenance/custodial team, central office, secretaries, and 

more threw themselves into doing whatever they could to connect with our students and community to provide work, 

feedback, comfort, and normalcy.  No matter what challenges lie ahead, one thing is for certain - the Michigan Center 

team will step up and handle it. 

 

So what’s next?  There are more questions than answers, but we are working through those questions constantly and 

preparing for multiple scenarios.  One benefit of the March - June experience has been that staff and students have 

learned a lot about the nuances of distance learning.  I know all of us, staff and students included, miss the face to face 

time in the classroom.  Unlike the abrupt closure in March, we have months to prepare, so we will plan for multiple 

scenarios. 

We will need input from students, parents, 

staff members, and more as we prepare for 

school in August.  We are creating a Back to 

School Committee so that all voices will be 

heard.  The committee will meet roughly 4-6 

times this summer, likely beginning in mid to 

late June.  If you’re interested in being 

considered for the committee, please send an 

email to brady.cook@mccardinals.org 

 

Although it was different, for sure, thank you 

to all the students, staff members, and parents/

guardians for all of your efforts during this 

past year.  A huge shout out to our Class of 

2020 graduates - it’s fitting that this year 

ended so strangely as your group was always 

different, and I mean that as the ultimate 

compliment.  Your legacy will never be 

forgotten.   

 

Have a great summer, everyone, and as 

always  

GO 

CARDINALS

mailto:brady.cook@mccardinals.org


High School News 

Congratulations 

Seniors  

Graduating With  

NHS Honors 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Berry, Kelsey 

Burg, Carringtyn 

Cooper, Bailey 

Frederick, Ryan 

Haynes, Teagan 

Hayward, Roger 

Janz, Robert 

Jaycox, Michaela 

Kienutske, Austin 

Lammon, Taylor 

Maier, Alan 

Masters, Thomas 

McUmber, Makenzie 

Mullinax, Greg 

Nadell, Marayah 

Pepper, Emily 

Persons, Chloe 

Prater, Erin 

Samon, Lauryll 

Shurboff, Grace 

Shannon, Kaycee 

Sims, Clarissa 

Sova, Kole 

Tedrow, Emilie 

Tripp, Alize 

Vandusen, Kassidy 

Williams, Angela 

Wohlart, Alexis 

Mrs. Cramer’s Chemistry Class Has Been Busy! 
 

The high school chemistry classes have been busy during the stay at home 

order working on-line. During this time they have done an Electrolysis Lab 

(separating oxygen and hydrogen gases from water), a Combustion Lab 

(burning baking soda and sugar – like those little black snakes we used to 

burn on the fourth of July), and a Single Replacement Lab (replacing 

hydrogen in hydrochloric acid with Zinc and then setting the hydrogen on 

fire –Boom!). Using video, Google Classroom, forms, and documents 

students were able to participate in many different ways. 

 

Students were also given Chemistry style Escape Rooms. Using chemistry 

skills and concepts, students had to figure out various puzzles and locks in 

order to “escape” or solve the mystery.  They’ve 

completed the Atomic Carnival, The Hero’s 

Challenge, The Disappearing Elements and 

Wholly Mole-y. They were challenging and 

many students commented on how they enjoyed 

the challenge and something different. 

Chemistry participation has been extremely high 

during our stay at home teaching and I’m very 

grateful that I’ve been able to communicate with 

students during this time. It’s different but we’re 

adjusting. Students without computer access 

have had paper copies delivered weekly to their 

homes. 

Mrs. Cramer with the Chromebook she 

won through a grant from Meemic 

Congratulations to our 2020 Michigan 

Center Education Foundation  

scholarship recipients,  

Kole Sova & Alizé Tripp 

MC Education Foundation Scholarship 

Recipients 



High School Art Update 
Well, it has been a different ending to our school year to say the 

least!  This would normally be the time of year that the art students would 

get to display their projects at the annual Art Show at the Crossing, 

however due to our current situation that won’t be possible this year.   

The art teachers across the county have come together to provide an 

opportunity for our students to still display their artwork in a virtual art 

show.  The students’ work will be displayed on a website and be judged as 

usual by a panel of judges from the area.  This has been a collaborative 

effort and made possible by the hard work and dedication of the art 

teachers in the Jackson county.  I am proud to be able to take part in this 

opportunity and hope that you will take 

the time to view all the amazing artwork 

that took place during our school 

year.  The opening date of the show will 

be announced soon, further details will 

follow.   

Tracy VanSickle 

Big’s & Little’s Weekly 

Zoom Meetings 
 

As part of the BBBS program we 

participate in for HS Leadership and 

Mrs. Hortsman’s Third Grade Class, 

we kept the bond going with weekly 

Zoom Meetings. The students have 

really enjoyed the ability to stay 

connected! MC Family!  



7-12 Band News 
The 7-12th grade musicians have been dedicated and flexible during our quarantine. Our biggest 

project was the “Songs of Comfort Concert” video. Virtuoso cellist Yo-Yo Ma created 

#SongsofComfort to soothe the world with music during this time. We wanted to create our own! 

MC students were given freedom to choose any song or the given sheet music of Amazing Grace. 

They really ran with it and you'll hear many different and beautiful things -- nearly 40 kids 

contributed! Please enjoy our "concert!" 

All instruments appear at least once & every grade 7-12 is represented ❤ 

https://youtu.be/ViQOh1gjK0A 

Students also penned why arts and music is so important to the world, communities, and within schools. Here are some of what 

our students had to say… 

 “Music has been such a passion of mine. It’s the light in the dark. Music isn't just about words and a beat with instruments. 

Music is emotion. Music can make you feel things you have never felt before. Music is an expression.” -11th grade student  

 “Music and other performing arts bring diversity into schools and even countries because people can relate to the music they 

listen to and it can even change their point of view of thing... 

 If we didn't have music I think that we as a species would have evolved differently and be less social about how we feel. This 

is because we use music to express ourselves and how we feel.” -8th grade student 

 “I feel it is important to use arts in society because for one, it brings people together. Without things like music, things would 

be very bland...Secondly, music helps those vent emotions that sometimes people can’t convey themselves. It works as an 

outlet for many to get through tough times or to just lift spirits of those either performing it, or listening along...It also brings 

students together from all different types of backgrounds, interests, etc. The arts are very essential especially to adolescents. 

The same goes for the country. The arts just make a bond, words cannot express. If we didn’t have the arts, the world would 

be a lot more dim.” - 11th grade student  

 “Music is a vital part of society and life as we know it. It helps us connect with others we don’t know through a shared love 

of the same song or the same artist. It creates a bond between people from all walks of life and that is something no other 

medium can do. We absolutely NEED music in schools, as it is used to develop the brain, teaches listening skills, problem 

solving skills, and instills musicians with the desire to get better while giving them results each time they practice. Musicians 

learn a sense of teamwork that is not only based on individual growth but that of everyone around them.” -12th grade 

student  

 

We are so proud of our students and our graduates. This year, our seniors are: 

Kelsey Berry 

McKale Brooks 

CJ DeGroote 

Robbie Janz 

Ian Kerr 

Hawk Kienutske 

MaKenzie McUmber  

Emily Pepper 

Chloe Persons 

Grace Shurboff 

Clara Sims 

Alexis Surbrook 

Emilie Tedrow 

Angela Williams 

 

Finally, before we left for quarantine, we were thankfully able to perform our final Festival concerts. The High School Band 

received a Division I rating for an overall “Superior” and the 7th and 8th graders were highly regarded in Fowlerville at the 

MMEA Instrumental Clinic. We look forward to the fall and are proud of our year!  

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/songsofcomfort?__eep__=6&source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAUEfx-Efaph7eMD_4YDY-2aZF6bhxnOPJqJg7ebfMJD-ueHHms5jYTZgH6tKNYfvxxiprL4L0xLHrSSHwyOVFVxgPv2F4Q_kwKtlLlprTc-_V1ytECxaz8b39udyQBaC8gzcHlMWRH694Ww2_SFe_XBQ
https://youtu.be/ViQOh1gjK0A
https://youtu.be/ViQOh1gjK0A


 MC 10th Graders Honor our Everyday Heroes 
 

It was the middle of April and we were newly shuttered in our homes trying to keep ourselves safe from an illness that we 

knew frighteningly little about.  We had just “ended” our “Spring Break”, and Michigan Center schools were into our 

second week of our Continued Learning program, teaching students from a distance.  One group of Michigan Center 

sophomores decided to turn their anxiety and boredom into positive action by showing their gratitude for those essential 

employees who make it possible for the rest of us to stay safe at home.  They called it the “The Everyday Heroes Project”. 

 

The Everyday Heroes Project started when this group of students expressed interest in collaborating on it for an English 

10 class assignment for Mrs. VanRiper’s class.  We (Mrs. VanRiper, Mrs. Merkel and students ) met over Zoom twice a 

week for three weeks in order to create our plan and then put it into action.  Our goal was to recognize ALL of those 

workers who left the safety of their homes in order to keep us going, and so we brainstormed the following list: 

 Healthcare workers (nurses, doctors, phlebotomists, etc.) 

 Hospital workers (receptionists, janitors, cafeteria workers, office workers, laundry workers, etc.) 

 Red Cross workers-- blood drives very important right now 

 Grocery/ Supply store workers:-  

 Cashiers, stockers, HVAC employees, 

 Truck drivers who deliver the groceries 

 Farmers who grow our food 

 Meat factories 

 Gas station workers 

 USPS- Postal service  

 Bank/ Credit Union tellers 

 Pharmacists 

 Energy workers  

 Scientists 

 Construction workers:  Building temporary hospitals 

 Sanitation Workers 

 Law enforcement 

 Government making the tough choices 

 

With each student playing a different role, we worked to show our appreciation in multiple ways.  Audrey Hoover and her 

mom sewed masks for hospital workers in the area.  Shauna Vesper put together goody baskets to deliver to the hospital 

nursing staff.  And we all created videos to share with our everyday heroes to show our appreciation and support. 

 

 

Each student involved had an important role to play.  Tori Nastally created the outline, and then she,  Madyson Chaffin, 

Audrey Hoover, and Mrs. VanRiper gathered videos from students and community members to add to the video.  Students 

outside the initial group contributed too by taking video of 

themselves highlighting specific everyday heroes.  Elly Trefry 

was the video mastermind, taking the video pieces and combining 

it with imagery, music, and text to create that final project.  Once 

she was finished, we all shared the video on Twitter, and our 

school community helped spread the love from there. 

 

Links to the videos on Twitter are: 

https://twitter.com/jillianvr/status/1258427366612897793?s=20 

https://twitter.com/jillianvr/status/1258427694628380673?s=20  

https://twitter.com/jillianvr/status/1258427855182200832?s=20  

https://twitter.com/jillianvr/status/1258427366612897793?s=20
https://twitter.com/jillianvr/status/1258427694628380673?s=20
https://twitter.com/jillianvr/status/1258427855182200832?s=20
https://twitter.com/jillianvr/status/1258427366612897793?s=20


Keicher Elementary News 

Fourth Grade News 
The fourth grade teachers wanted to make the transition to Google 

Classroom and remote learning as easy as possible for their students. 

They combined the core subject areas into one assignment so that 

students only have to concentrate on one assignment. The slides 

within the assignment are very interactive and students are able to 

check-off activities once they are completed. In addition to Google 

Classroom interactive slides, students have been enjoying weekly 

Zoom calls with their classmates and teacher. These are fun ways to 

keep the classes connected, and 

have a little fun at the same time! 

Some examples of the activities 

they have been participating in 

during these Zoom calls are: 

sharing, dance parties, playing 

games, scavenger hunts, and even 

making fudge together! Staying 

connected during these unsure 

times have been their main goal!  

Grade Three 

Online 

 
Mrs Dabaghian and Mrs 

Heselschwerdt’s third grade classes 

continuing their incredible learning 

online. 

 

Introducing the Keicher “Cardinal Crew” 
 

 

       CREW stands for 
 Caring 
 Responsible 
 Excellent Attitude 
 Working Together 
 

Monthly Character Traits we are honoring: 

 
 

Month Character Trait 

September Trustworthiness 

October Respect 

November Responsibility 

December Integrity 

January Grit 

February Fairness 

March Fun/Friendship 

April Caring 

May/June Citizenship 

At the end of each month, every 

classroom teacher will choose one 

student from their homeroom that 

best represents the character trait 

from that month (specials teachers 

will also choose one 

student).  Students can only be 

chosen once per school year.  A 

short ceremony and breakfast will 

be held on a date to be 

determined.  Parents will be invited 

to attend the ceremony.Each student 

will also receive a Cardinal Crew t-

shirt and their names will be 

announced on the morning of the 

ceremony. 

 

Since the COVID shutdown kids 

are honored via the Keicher 

Facebook page. 



This year, 6th graders will not be ending their time at Keicher with a trip to 

Michigan's Adventure or a final farewell parade through the halls amid 

cheering and high-fives. You may think that the abrupt ending to their 

elementary school years has brought our 6th grade Cardinals down...but this is 

not the case. This extraordinary group has risen above the challenges of the 

quarantine and rather than being brought down have, instead, been brought 

together. They have been brought together with their families, with their 

community, and with each other. Not only have these students stayed on top 

of their schoolwork each week, but they have also made the time to help 

others, to learn and perfect new hobbies, and to stay connected with their 

teachers and classmates. Each week, 6th grade students joined together (via 

Zoom video conferencing with their homerooms) to share their learning, play 

a few games, and to catch up with their classmates and teachers. The first 

couple of weeks, students chatted about sleeping in and playing video games. 

As the weeks progressed, students began to share how much they missed their 

friends and wished they could return to school. Despite the difficulties 

adjusting to staying home, interests blossomed, families bonded, and 

creativity soared. Connor Daugherty taught his little brother how to ride a 

bike. Nevaeh Roe (and many others) gladly took on the responsibility of a 

new puppy. Nora Fleming helped construct a four-tier hammock stack with 

her siblings. Victoria Barnett composed and sang a song about her school and 

her teachers. Aidyn Sprecksel welcomed a new baby sister.The list goes on 

and on - gardening, 4-wheeling, helping with home improvements, yard work 

for neighbors, painting murals, working out, etc.. Although students may not 

have been in the classroom, they ended the school year strong...in true 

Cardinal style. We miss you  and are so very proud of each and every one of 

you. Best of luck in your middle 

school and high school adventures! 

THANK YOU to all of the parents 

and guardians that have worked 

with their students at home through 

this difficult time. We value and 

appreciate your support, your 

patience, and your dedication to 

your child's education. Bravo 

Cardinal families...we make an 

amazing team!  

6th Graders Conquer Quarantine  

 

Keep Learning 

Happening  

All Summer Long! 
 

The Learning Resources for Emergency 

School Closings website is packed with 

links to sites containing educational 

resources that you can use with your 

children so they don’t experience that 

“summer slide” 
https://sites.google.com/mccardinals.org/

learningresourcesforemergencys/home  

https://sites.google.com/mccardinals.org/learningresourcesforemergencys/home
https://sites.google.com/mccardinals.org/learningresourcesforemergencys/home
https://sites.google.com/mccardinals.org/learningresourcesforemergencys/home


Arnold Elementary News 

 

If you would have bet me a million dollars that the 2019-2020 school year would be called to a screeching halt, that we’d have 

to close our doors, and transition to a distance learning plan, you would have been very rich.  In no way did we think March 

13th would be the last day we could give each other a hug, give a high five, or even say one last “see you soon.” Looking back 

it all seems so unreal but is now our new reality.   

Fast forward 12 weeks later and here we are, finishing up the 2019-2020 school year.  Though we haven’t been together 

physically, we have so much to be thankful for.   

We are thankful for our amazing students and their hard work & dedication to their schooling.  Whether it was picking up a 

book to read, writing an awesome response to literature, or doing a math scavenger hunt around the house, we saw your hard 

work. 

We are thankful for the parents of Arnold Elementary.  You were thrust into a new role, one that you were possibly unfamiliar 

with.  Thank you for your support and most importantly, keeping your student’s safety, social-emotional well-being, and 

academics at the forefront everyday.  We know it wasn’t easy, as most of us were also trying to teach our own children for the 

first time.  

We are thankful for our amazing teachers and staff.  In a couple short weeks, they embarked on a new journey in education 

and they did it with the energy, enthusiasm, and craft of experts.  Thank you teachers for staying connected to our students as 

we know that it is relationships that are the most important at Arnold Elementary.   

I wish I could tell you what the 2020-2021 school year will look like.  At this point, no one can.  And despite the uncertainties 

of what school will look like in the fall, there are a few things we are certain about: 

 We will love, know, and care about your child 

 We will celebrate with your child when they find success and will be there to help them when they struggle 

 We will provide amazing learning experiences that will help students think, problem solve, and utilize their creativity 

 We will continue to focus on their Social & Emotional needs as the foundation of everything we do 

 We will be there to partner with our families to be the best for your child 

With that said, we will be in touch.  Have a fantastic and relaxing summer.  Go outside to play and read every day.   

#ArnoldFamily #TheCardinalWay #CardinalFamily 

Don’t forget to check us out on Facebook at Arnold Elementary and please email me if you have any questions or concerns at 

matthew.desmarais@mccardinals.org 

Thank you and have an amazing summer, 

Mr. Desmarais 

Go Cardinals 





Kindergarten 

Registration 
 

1.  Complete the online registration (https://registration.mccardinals.org/apply/index.php?

step=0&academy=24 ). 
2.  If you previously picked up and filled out a paper registration packet (before school was closed) it can 

be mailed to  Arnold Elementary School ATTN: Kindergarten Registration 4064 Page Ave, 
Michigan Center, MI 49254. 

3. When registering your child online, additional forms listed below will be requested at a later date.  
 A student enrolling for the first time must provide the school with a certified copy of the student’s birth 

certificate.  
 Immunization records - State law requires new students to be immunized.  Please contact your child’s 

physician or  Jackson County Health Department at 517-788-4420 regarding immunization 
schedules.  The following is the  recommended vaccination schedule www.cdc.gov/vaccines 
Parents who decline vaccinations must sign a waiver 
from  the local health department.  Waiver information 
can be found at www.michigan.gov/immunize  

 Students must attend the school district they reside in 
but are eligible to attend Michigan Center upon 
completion of a school of choice form. 

 Proof of Residency is required by the school 
district.  Proof of residency could include: Copy of tax 
statement, mortgage documents, utility bill, or copy of a 
lease agreement.  A driver’s license cannot be 
accepted.  

 

Kindergarten Zoom 

 
Kindergarten Zoom is full of joy and entertainment!  We 

have been gathering our friends together to read stories, 

play games, show off our work, and most importantly 

stay connected with our friends!  We have taken the 

opportunity to introduce our friends to our siblings, 

dogs, cats, chicks, fish, a ferret, mommies, nanas, and 

even a one week old little brother!  We have shared our 

Lego creations, new toothless smiles, and the stories 

behind the bandaids / removal of training 

wheels.  We've been joined by "mystery guests," 

including Mr. Desmarais, Mr. Woodhurst, Mrs. Merrill, 

Mrs. Vincent, and Mrs. Baker with her new baby.  It 

isn't the same as being in our classroom every day, but it 

has helped provide the smiles, laughter and love that we 

have all been missing!  

https://registration.mccardinals.org/apply/index.php?step=0&academy=24
https://registration.mccardinals.org/apply/index.php?step=0&academy=24
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines
http://www.michigan.gov/immunize


Kindness Challenge 

While in quarantine, first grade students in Mrs. Vieau’s class focused on spreading joy 

and kindness.  They did this by helping their parents around the house with dishes, 

garbage, and folding laundry.  They also made cards for family members just to tell 

them how much they are appreciated.  Students facetimed/called grandparents and 

other relatives who were having a hard time with social distancing, as well as, making 

word art to help Mrs. Vieau feel the love.  Some sent project ideas to their classmates, 

like making rainbow ice or building forts to help them with boredom.  Many others 

made special deliveries to people who needed to feel joy.  They went on birthday 

parades, made signs to cheer people up, and even played nicely with their siblings to 

give their parents a break.  Those are just a few examples, but there were many other 

acts of kindness.  Mrs. Vieau’s class is full of kind and compassionate kids! 

First graders in Mrs. Vieau’s class have also been zooming with their classmates on 

Wednesdays while in quarantine.  They’ve done a wonderful job with their speaking 

and listening skills.  While in Zoom meetings, they always share what they’ve been 

up to and are very courteous while listening to their friends.  The class has done 

directed drawings, scavenger hunts, exercise, show and tell, and have told jokes to 

one another.  It’s been a great way to stay connected to each other.     



 

 

 

 

Michigan Center Schools in conjunction with the USDA  

will be providing meals for students 18 and younger. 

 

Come join us this summer and pick up breakfast and lunch for your 

children.  Drive up locations only. 

 
Meals available Monday-Friday at the following locations….. 

 

Michigan Center HS 400 S. State St. Michigan Center  

11:00a-1:00p 

 

Indian Village  2600 E. South St.  Jackson, 49201 

11:00a-11:30a 

 

Ridgewood Vista 5000 Ponderosa Jackson, 49201 

11:00a-11:30a 

 

Sun Valley Estates  301 Mantle Jackson, 49202 

11:45a-12:15p 

 

The Arbor’s  2921 Woods Circle Dr.  Jackson, 49202 

11:45a-12:15p 

 

Coachman’s Cove  6600 Portage Lk. Rd Munith, 49259 

12:45p-1:15p 

 

Dorrell Park  3561 Bellrose Dr. Jackson, 49201 

12:00p-12:30p 

 

Ashton Ridge 2907 Ashton Ridge Dr. Jackson, 49201 

12:00p-12:30p 

 

Other locations in Michigan can be found by calling 211. 


